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away. He returned later, and her rather half-hearted first
impressions of him became transformed into definite admiration.
She proposed to him, being as it were the senior officer on
parade, and Albert accepted her, with a sad heart because he
loved the surroundings of his little German Court, and the
roses that grew there, and the simple pleasures to which he had
been accustomed, but Stockmar had brought him up to become
Prince Consort of England, and there was no turning back.

Thus he formed one thread in the lives of Mary Anne and
Disraeli, who seems to have admired him. At any rate, by
referring to him after his death in suitable terms Disraeli won
the affection and esteem of Queen Victoria and retained them
to the end.

The second remarkable marriage was that of Gladstone to
Catherine Glynne, an alliance on his part of a wealthy and
respectable middle-class person to a girl, of ancient family.
Like the marriage of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert it was
most successful. Like that marriage also it was fruitful; Queen
Victoria bore nine children, all of whom survived, and Mrs.
Gladstone eight, seven of whom survived.

Catherine, their daughter, has left a very tender and affec-
tionate picture of them in her diary. They too were linked
intimately with Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, and also
with Disraeli and Mary Anne. With Queen Victoria Gladstone
never got on, or perhaps it would be more proper to write
that Queen Victoria never got on with Mr. Gladstone. Her
Majesty sometime? went so far as to give good advice to Mrs.
Gladstone, written as from one wife to another, setting out the
care which Mr. Gladstone ought to take of his health.

If Gladstone had not always been so rich he might have
found some means of approach to Queen Victoria because, as
Disraeli so truly remarked, putting his words in the mouth of
Fakredeen, among his creditors he would have disciplined that
diplomatic ability that confounds and controls Cabinets, To
have confounded Queen Victoria might have brought Gladstone
perilously near high treason, but at least he might have con-
trolled her, as Disraeli did.

Unfortunately,the rich are ever dogmatic, hence Mr. Glad-
stone's dogmatism, and as Queen Victoria was still richer than
he and consequently more dogmatic, they approached one
another on a war footing. The third remarkable marriage was
Mary Anne's and Disraeli's. Unlike that 6f Queen Victoria and
the Gladstones it was childless. Mary Anne used to call Disraeli's